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depyranylation of alcohols using indium triflate
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Abstract—Indium triflate-mediated tetrahydropyranylation of alcohols in dichloromethane and depyranylation of these products
in aqueous methanol utilizing the same reagent but different molar ratio is described. In addition, indium triflate-promoted
conversion of tetrahydropyran ethers to their corresponding acetates has also been described. © 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All
rights reserved.

The choice of the protection and deprotection strategy
in a synthetic sequence is inevitable, owing to chemose-
lective transformations in the presence of various func-
tional groups.1,2 Tetrahydropyran (THP) is an
attractive protecting group that is often used for protec-
tion of alcohol moieties due to its stability and compat-
ibility under various reaction conditions and reagents,
such as metal hydrides, alkyllithiums, Grignard
reagents, and catalytic hydrogenation. There are several
known methods for the tetrahydropyranylation and
depyranylation of alcohols.3 The most commonly used
reagents that can catalyze both transformations are
p-toluenesulfonic acid (PTSA),4,5 pyridinium p-toluene-
sulfonate (PPTS),6 NH4Cl,7 ZrCl4,8 I2,9,10 potassium
dodecatangestocobaltate trihydrate,11 LiBr,12 acetonyl-
triphenylphosphonium bromide,13 and tetra-
butylammonium tribromide.14 However, these
procedures have several drawbacks including elevated
reaction temperatures, longer reaction times, expensive
reagents. Despite a number of precedents, an efficient
and practical method for these transformations is
desired. During our endeavors to explore the utility of
indium and its salt, we have earlier reported a new,
mild, and chemoselective method for deprotection of
trichloroethoxycarbonyl and trichloroacetyl groups
using indium powder and aqueous NH4Cl in
methanol,15 as well as a mild method for deprotecting

trichloroethyl carbamates.16 In further extension to our
work, we have discovered that indium triflate
(In(OTf)3), which acts as Lewis acid catalyst for various
synthetic transformations,17 can affect the tetra-
hydropyranylation and depyranylation of alcohols
under different reaction conditions. The details of our
studies are presented herein.

The tetrahydropyranylation of various alcohols was
carried out using 0.005 equiv. of In(OTf)3 in
dichloromethane at 0°C (Eq. (1) and Table 1).18 As
evident from Table 1 the protection methodology was
successful over a range of functional groups furnishing
the protected alcohols in good yields. However, the
trichloroethanol derivative (entry 7) yielded the product
in only 33% yield. The possible reason ascribed to this
observation could be the inductive electron-withdraw-
ing effect of the trichloromethyl moiety. We extended
our method to investigate the protection of alcohols
that also possess silyl-protected alcohol moieties, such
as t-butyldiphenylsilyl (TBDPS) and t-butyldimethyl-
silyl (TBDMS) groups (entries 13 and 14). In both
cases, the THP protection was successful and gave
satisfactory yields without affecting silyloxy-protected
moieties.
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Table 1. Indium triflate-catalyzed tetrahydropyranylation of alcoholsa

Subsequently, we discovered that depyranylation of
the THP ethers can be carried out to obtain the cor-
responding alcohols in good to excellent yields, using
the same catalyst but different molar ratio in aqueous
methanol at room temperature (Eq. (2) and Table
2).19 Compared to the protection, deprotection reac-
tions required 10 folds, or 0.05 equiv. of In(OTf)3

and extended reaction time for completion. Selective
deprotection was observed in entry 9, in which the
deprotection reaction proceeded without cleaving
TBDPS-protected alcohol unit. However, the
TBDMS-protected compound in entry 10 did not
undergo chemoselective deprotection. In general, the
TBDMS group is not as stable as the TBDPS in this
reaction condition. Selection of a TBDPS group

would be favored when there are more than one alco-
hol unit to manipulate by protection and deprotec-
tion.

In addition to these results, during our studies, we
also observed that In(OTf)3 promotes the acetylation
of THP ethers (Eq. (3) and Table 3).20 Earlier to this
report, the direct methods known to convert THP
ethers into acetate,21,22 generally require air sensitive
reagents and longer reaction periods. In contrast, the
method reported herein is fast and does not involve
any special reaction conditions or modifications.
Besides, this one step transformation can probably
confer a change of acid labile protecting group into a
base labile protecting group.
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Table 2. Indium triflate-catalyzed depyranylation of THP ethersa

Table 3. Indium triflate-catalyzed acetylation of THP ethersa
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In conclusion, we have established a simple and
efficient method for tetrahydropyranylation and
depyranylation of alcohols, as well as acetylation of
THP ethers, using catalytic amount of In(OTf)3. Since
the reactions described here are fast and practical, these
methodologies will be highly useful in the total synthe-
sis of natural products.
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